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The Revista de Contabilidad-Spanish Accounting Review 
(RC-SAR) is the international research journal of the Span-
ish Association of Accounting Academics [Asociación Es-
pañola de Profesores Universitarios de Contabilidad]. It has 
been published uninterruptedly since 1997. 
Established to further the development of accounting 
knowledge, RC-SAR is a forum for the publication and dis-
semination of high quality research manuscripts. Aware of 
the need for research that promotes critical analysis of 
theories, research issues, policy and practice, RC-SAR 
functions as a pluralist, flexible and open journal, not only 
with regard to the subject matter, but also with respect to 
the research paradigms and methodologies of the articles 
that it publishes. RC-SAR publishes both empirical and 
theoretical papers, often with interdisciplinary perspec-
tives, which offer new perspectives in accounting research 
from a national, international or organizational standpoint.
Submission of the article means that the authors accept 
the editorial policy and rules for the review and publication 
of research works in the RC-SAR. The points of view and 
the opinions expressed in the articles published in the Re-
view are wholly those of the author and will not necessari-
ly reflect those of the Editorial Team. Both the Editorial 
Board and ASEPUC decline any responsibility for the con-
tent of the material that is published.

Editorial Process

If the work submitted meets the publication guidelines, 
the RC-SAR editorial team will assign it to two experts in 
its specific area of research and/or methodology, who will 
conduct an anonymous review of the work (double-blind 
peer review).

Ethics in publishing

For information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guide-
lines for journal publication see
http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics and
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Conflict of interest

All authors are requested to disclose any actual or poten-
tial conflict of interest including any financial, personal or 
other relationships with other people or organizations 
within three years of beginning the submitted work that 
could inappropriately influence, or be perceived to influ-
ence, their work. See also
http://www.elsevier.com/conflictsofinterest.

Submission declaration and verification

Submission of an article implies that the work described 
has not been published previously (except in the form of 
an abstract, part of a conference or thesis, an electronic 
preprint or, as a congress contribution), that it is not un-
der consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publi-
cation is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by 
the responsible authorities where the work was carried 
out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published else-
where in the same form, in English or in any other lan-
guage, including electronically without the written consent 
of the copyright-holder.
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Changes to authorship

This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrange-
ment of author names in the authorship of accepted man-
uscripts:

Before the accepted manuscript is published  
in an online issue
Requests to add or remove an author, or to rearrange the 
author names, must be sent to the Journal Manager from 
the corresponding author of the accepted manuscript and 
must include: (a) the reason the name should be added or 
removed, or the author names rearranged and (b) written 
confirmation (e-mail, fax, letter) from all authors that they 
agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the 
case of addition or removal of authors, this includes confir-
mation from the author being added or removed. Requests 
that are not sent by the corresponding author will be for-
warded by the Journal Manager to the corresponding au-
thor, who must follow the procedure as described above. 
Note that: (1) Journal Managers will inform the Journal 
Editors of any such requests and (2) publication of the ac-
cepted manuscript in an online issue is suspended until 
authorship has been agreed.

After the accepted manuscript is published  
in an online issue
Any requests to add, delete, or rearrange author names in 
an article published in an online issue will follow the same 
policies as noted above and result in a corrigendum.

Copyright

RCSAR is Open Access and its contents can be read and 
downloaded free of charge, without incurring any costs for 
the author.
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to 
complete an ‘Exclusive License Agreement’ (for more in-
formation see
http://www.elsevier.com/OAauthoragreement and
http://www.elsevier.com/copyright). In this agreement the 
author accepts the transfer of copyright of the article to 
the ASEPUC, with the re-use of its contents being defined 
by the licence of use, CC BY-NC-ND (Creative Com-
mons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives Li-
cense), which allows the article to be read, printed and 
downloaded, extracted and re-use extracts in other arti-
cles, as well as to distribute it in Open Access repositories, 
and translate it for personal use. This licence does not per-
mit commercial use of the article.
If excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the 
author(s) must obtain written permission from the copyright 
owners and credit the source(s) in the article. Elsevier has 
preprinted forms for use by authors in these cases: please 
consult http://www.elsevier.com/permissions.
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have 
certain rights to reuse your work. For more information 
see http://www.elsevier.com/copyright.

Role of the funding source

Authors are requested to identify who provided financial sup-
port for the conduct of the research and/or preparation of the 
article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if 
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any, in study design; in the collection, analysis and interpre-
tation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision 
to submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) 
had no such involvement then this should be stated.

Presentation and structure of papers

RC-SAR admits works written in Spanish and in English. 
Original manuscripts should be submitted to RC-SAR 
through the Elsevier editorial system 
(http://ees.elsevier.com/rcsar/).
Separate files must be submitted for: a) the details of 
identification, contact and affiliation of the author/s (first 
page), b) the body of the article (called anonymous manu-
script in the application), c) the Tables (when they are not 
in text format), and d) the Figures. Furthermore, declara-
tions must be entered in the application on any external 
funding of the work and conflicts of interests that, for con-
venience, should be prepared for “cutting and pasting”. Al-
so, in the application the authors may suggest reviewers 
and indicate those who should not examine their manu-
script. RC-SAR is not obliged to follow their preferences, 
but will try to accommodate them as far as possible.

The first page must contain the title in Spanish and in 
English, the authors, department, institution, city and 
country in which they practice their profession. It must in-
dicate one of the authors as corresponding author to 
maintain contact with RC-SAR and include a postal ad-
dress, telephone number and e-mail address. If the work 
has received external funding, the funding institution and 
the programme or project financed. This first page also 
has to include the acknowledgements, if there are any. 
With the exception of the title, none of the rest of the de-
tails will be included in the rest of the files, or any other 
that might identify the authors directly or indirectly.

The body of the article (or manuscript) starts with a 
first section that must contain the title (in Spanish and in 
English), the abstract/s and the key words. The key words 
(approximately 5) will be suitable for identifying the work 
in repositories and data bases. In the articles written in 
Spanish, the abstract and key words must be submitted in 
Spanish and English. In the articles written in English, the 
abstract and key words may be submitted in English only.
The Abstract will be structured. It will consist of set of 
short sentences that describe the most relevant point of 
the article in a maximum of 300 words and the following 
sections: Background, Aims, Methods and Data, Results, 
and Discussion and/or Conclusions. If appropriate, the 
most relevant implications may also be included. When 
this structure is considered appropriate (for example, 
critical articles or regulations, reviews, case studies…), it 
is recommended to include, the aim or objective, synthe-
sis of the main arguments and the fundamental conclu-
sions, as an abstract, with a maximum of 300 words.

The second section of the body of the article (or manu-
script) must contain the text of the article. At the end, it 
will include the bibliography and Tables, when these are in 
text format. The article must not exceed 10,000 words, in-
cluding the Bibliography and the Tables.

The Tables only need to be submitted in separate files 
when they are not in text format (for example, Power-
Point, Excel). The Figures must have a minimum resolu-
tion of 300 dpi and in one of the following formats: JPG, 
EPS, TIFF, and PDF and MS Office (only in some cases; 

consult the Instructions for the Figures). Compressed 
files may also be sent (.zip, .tar, .tar.gz, and .tgz).

Manuscript Text. Where up to 2 authors appear in the 
bibliographic references used in the text, the first sur-
names of the authors will be cited, followed by the year of 
publication. If the number of authors is equal to or more 
than three, the first surname of the first author will always 
be cited followed by “et al”. If various bibliographic refer-
ences are cited simultaneously, they will be ordered chron-
ologically (from the oldest to the most recent). A lower 
case letter will be added to the year to distinguish be-
tween various references to the same author and in the 
same year.

Bibliography. The bibliography should appear at the end 
of the text, with the authors’ surnames in alphabetical 
order. Bibliographic references should follow the format 
indicated in the examples below (in other cases, the 
American Psychological Association Bibliographical Refer-
ence style should be followed):
Edwards, J.R., Dean, G., & Clarke, F. (2009). Merchants’ 
accounts, performance assessment and decision making in 
mercantilist Britain. Accounting, Organizations and Socie-
ty, 34(5),551-570.
Laplace, P. S. (1951). A philosophical essay on probabili-
ties (Trads., F. W. Truscott y F. L. Emory). New York: 
McGraw-Hill. (Original work published in 1814).
MacKenzie, D. (forthcoming). Making things the same: 
Gases, emission rights and the politics of carbon markets. 
Accounting, Organizations and Society. doi:10.1016/j.
aos.2008.02.004
(o http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aos.2008.02.004).
Powell, W.W. (1991). Expanding the scope of institutional 
analysis. En W.W. Powell and P.J. DiMaggio (Eds.),The 
new institutionalism in organizational analysis (pp. 183-
203). Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
Scott, W.R. (1995). Institutions and Organizations. Thou-
sand Oaks, California: Sage.

The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) may be used to cite 
and link to electronic documents. The DOI consists of a 
unique alpha-numeric character string which is assigned to 
a document by the publisher upon the initial electronic 
publication. The assigned DOI never changes. Therefore, it 
is an ideal medium for citing a document, particularly ‘Arti-
cles in press’ because they have not yet received their full 
bibliographic information. If URL format is preferred (that 
is to say, that the document is cited as,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rcsar.2015.01.001 instead 
of as, doi:10.1016/j.rcsar.2015.01.001.

Tables and Figures. In the text it, the place where each 
one of the Tables and Figures should appear, just has to be 
indicated. They must be numbered with Arabic numerals in 
accordance to the order they appear in the text. The Titles 
or Footnotes that accompany them will describe their con-
tent perfectly. The Figures must be submitted in a sepa-
rate document, each one of them being presented on a 
different page.

Footnotes should be limited to those strictly necessary, 
and should also be sequentially
numbered.

Mathematical expressions should be sequentially num-
bered with numbers between square brackets, justified to 
the right margin.


